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Lived Experiences and Climate Justice:
Reframing Priorities

Elisa Morgera is the United Nations Special Rapporteur on climate
change. She is a Professor of International Law and Sustainability at
Durham University (UK) and Professor of International and EU
Environmental Law at the University of Eastern Finland. She
previously worked with the UN FAO in Italy and UNDP in Barbados,
and has advised governments and civil society across Africa, Asia,
Europe, Latin America, the Caribbean, and the South Pacific. Her
research and publications focus on human rights and the
environment, the human right to science, and the rights of small-
scale fishers, Indigenous Peoples, and children at the climate-
biodiversity and climate-ocean nexus, as well as  business and
human rights and equity standards in international environmental
and human rights law. From 2019-2024, she directed the One Ocean
Hub, a global research collaboration on human rights and the
ocean. 
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International human rights processes have not only clarified applicable obligations and standards
for States and business to protect human rights in the context of climate change, to ensure climate
justice. They have also brought together a body of evidence based on the lived experiences and
insights of the human rights holders most affected by climate change and certain climate
solutions. This evidence sheds a new light on the root causes of climate change and other
planetary crises, notably growing economic inequality. This in turn serves to understand which
interventions should be prioritized and to question, constructively, which decision-making
processes need reform to be better able to address root causes and advance priority actions.
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